


What happens then?

• Registration: with college usually 1-2 weeks after reply 
date

• Vacant places: see CAO website

• The hunt for accommodation begins!



A few considerations

• Restricted Application Courses: pg 3

• Deferred entry: pg 19

• *Residence outside the EU: pg 20

• Exemptions from min entry requirements (Irish/3rd

Language NUI) pg.11 

• HEAR/DARE application: pg 9-11

• SUSI grant: pg 11

• **HPAT: pg 13



Cao Language Exemptions

• Students with Irish and/or Language exemption.

• Tick NUI Exemption the box on the CAO form.

• If applying for an NUI college must fill out an exemption form and contact the 
NUI to inform them no later than 21 days after opening your CAO account.

• If applying for other HEI’s must fill in a language waiver form and check with the 
admissions office and contact the CAO to inform them.

• Both these forms are available online









In Summary…
 Research courses/options thoroughly

 Talk to the Guidance Counsellor

 Do not miss a deadline

 Apply online through CAO/directly to CFE’s

 Tick the SUSI/DARE/HEAR box, where applicable

 Put courses in genuine order of preference

 Obtain / retain proof of application

 Research financial supports 

 Be careful with change of mind (CAO)



www.accesscollege.ie











DARE Supports in College
• You don’t have to be eligible for DARE to get support in college

• A needs assessment is conducted to identify your specific support 
requirements.

• Supports may include:

• Orientation Programmes

• Learning Support 

• Assistive Technology

• Library Support

• Exam Support

• Note-taking/Support Worker

• Academic Tuition



Where can I go to College ‘21(DARE)?
• AIT

• WIT

• IT Carlow

• Cork IT

• TU Dublin

• DIADT*

• Limerick IT*

• Sligo IT

• St Angela’s

• NCI

• Marino

• Mary I

• LKIT

• Dundalk IT

• UCD

• UCC

• NUIG

• Maynooth University

• Pontifical Maynooth

• TCD

• DCU

• UL

• RCSI 

• GMIT

• Tralee IT

See HB pg10

Some HEI’s have own schemes



15 March









15th March 



Where can I go to College ‘21(HEAR)?

• AIT

• LIT

• TU DUBLIN 

• DIADT

• Sligo IT

• St Angela’s

• Marino

• Mary I

• UCD

• UCC

• NUIG

• Tralee IT

• LKIT

• Maynooth University

• Pontifical Maynooth

Dundalk Institute of 
Technology

• TCD

• GMIT

• IT Sligo

• DCU

• UL

• RCSI

• NCI

• CIT
See HB pg 9

Some HEI’s have own schemes



More Information…

www.cao.ie

Application Guides on www.accesscollege.ie

Individual college websites

https://youtu.be/KVEW1EeTcrM Dare Application 

Information Session 2021

http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.accesscollege.ie/
https://youtu.be/KVEW1EeTcrM




Financial Support

SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland)

General College Supports



Grants 

• Detailed information on www.studentfinance.ie

• www.susi.ie

• Student grants are divided into 2 classes – maintenance grants 
and fee grants.

http://www.studentfinance.ie/
http://www.susi.ie/


Maintenance grants

A maintenance grant is a contribution towards the student’s 
living costs.

Fee grants

A fee grant can cover any of the following 3 elements:

1) All or part of the student contribution

2) Costs of essential field trips

3) All or part of a student’s tuition fees

In general, if you qualify for a maintenance grant you will qualify 
for all elements of the fee grant. 



• Students doing Post-Leaving Certificate 
(PLC) courses do not get fee grants, but if 
you qualify for a maintenance grant you 
will be exempt from the PLC participant 
contribution.

http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/vocational_education_and_training/training_and_apprentiship_programmes/post_leaving_certificate_courses.html


Qualifying for a student 
grant

Maintenance grant

• To qualify for a maintenance grant, you must fulfil the conditions of  the 
scheme as regards:

*Nationality and immigration status

*Residence

*Means

• You must also be attending an approved course in an approved institution 



Fee Grant

• If you qualify for a maintenance 
grant, you will qualify for all 
relevant elements of a fee grant. 



Residence

•You must have been legally 
resident in the State for 3 of  the 
previous 5 years to qualify for a 
maintenance grant.



Basis of Means 
Test

• The means test for a student 
grant is based on your family's 
income for the previous full tax 
year. 

• However, if  you or your family 
have a change of  circumstances 
(which is likely to be 
permanent) by 31 December, 
your changed circumstances 
may be taken into account.



Average Cost of College
Average monthly cost:

Rent (Shared House/Flat) Є 370
Light/Heat/Power Є 40
Food Є 186
Travel Є 60
Books/Stationery Є 48
Clothes/Laundry/Medical Є 100
Social Life/Mobile/Misc Є 150
Total: Є 954

Annual (8½ Months) Total: € 8109

Registration fee: €3,000

Total Average Cost: €11,109

The average cost of  
third level per annum 
is between
€11,000 and €13,000.  
Costs in Dublin are 
greater than other 
cities. 



For Higher Education
Undergraduate Students & Awards in the State

Where the Household Income for 2020 is: 
 €39,875 or less you would be eligible for 100% Maintenance Grant 

AWARD €1,215 per academic year- €135 per month 
 Where you are less than 45kms from home to College

 Paid directly into your bank account each month

 Student Contribution Fee € 3,000 paid directly to your college

 €39,875 or less you would be eligible for 100% Maintenance Grant 

AWARD €3,025 per academic year- €336 per month
 Where you are more than 45kms from home to College

 Paid directly into your bank account each month

 Student Contribution Fee € 3,000 paid directly to your college



Income Thresholds 

The income thresholds start at 
€23,000 for less than four 
children and progress to 
€54,240.  

More details available from 
www.susi.ie

http://www.susi.ie/


Where to apply:
www.susi.ie

• Students must indicate 
on the CAO form that 
they intend making a 
SUSI application. 

• SUSI's helpdesk will 
handle email and 
telephone queries. 

http://www.studentfinance.ie/mp9540/new-grant-applications-for-2012-13/index.html


College Supports 



Scholarships

• In recent years there has been an increase in the number of 
Scholarships available to students. Scholarships are awarded for 
high academic achievement, sporting excellence, music, active 
citizenship etc.

• There are some scholarships that you must apply for but there are 
others that are awarded to students who fulfill certain criteria;

– Entrance Scholarships to Third Level: 550+ points (check 
college website)

– Sport Scholarships: check college website

– Other scholarships: check college website




